154 VITAL STATISTICS

Of course the preceding statements are not to be taken to mean that every
year will show a decline in the death rate as compared with the preceding year.
There will always be years of specially high mortality, for instance 1918, when
the death rate in Ontario, the most populous of the provinces of Canada, was 15-3
per 1,000 as against 12-0 in 1917 and 11'9 in 1919. (This was owing to the great
influenza-pneumonia epidemic of that year) Over a period, however, these
idiosyncrasies of individual years are reduced to negligibility, and it remains true
that from decade to decade there is, generally spesking and under normal condi-
tions, a decline in the crude death rate of the countries of the white man’s
world.

As for Canada, whils the peried elapsed since the introduction of complete
and comprehensive vital stalistics in 1920 has beer too short to establish
a definite downward trend, the rate of 12-4 per 1,000 for that year in the
eight provinces then included in the registration area was substantially higher
than in any subsequent vear. When the year 1920 is eliminated from the series,
there is little evidence of continued trend, but it is significant that the rate for
1929, in spite of exceptionally high mortality from influenza, was only 10:7 per
1,000, approximately equal to the average rate for 1921-23. If provincial figures
for Quebec are used for the wears 1920 to 1925, a similar comparison can be
made for the crude rate of the Dominion as a whole, which was 13-7 in 1920
and 11+6 in the year 1929, the latter figure corresponding closely o the average
over the period 1921-23.

Subscction 1.~-General Mortality.

Total deaths and crude death rates in recent years are given in Table 20 for
the former registration area and for Canada, by provinces. Quebec figures from
1921 to 1925 are added from provincial sources.

20.—Deaths and Death Rates, by Provinces, 1921=1929.
A—TOTAL DEATHS.

Former
Year FPEI| N8 | N.B. | Que| Ont. | Man, | Sask. | Alta. | B.C. | Registra- | Canada.?
tion Areal
1.208] 6,420 §.410] 33,433) 34,551 65.383 5,696 4,040 4,208 67,722 101,155
1,113 6,679 & 158| 33,459 34.084| 5,754 6,119 5, 264[ £,007 60,028 102,487
1,150) 6.868] 5,013 35,148 35,636, 5.38¢) 6,182) S5.006) 4,997 7¢.18% 105,330
056 6,558 4,923 32,356 33,078 &.023| 5,772 4,598 5,004 68, 197 08,353
5971 6,045 4,960] 32,300| 33,0600 5,245 5,028 4,697) 4,945 66,477 08, 777
o8| 8,366] 5,002 37.251| 35,000 5,335 6.080] 5,150 5,474 70,203 107,454
913| 6,378 4.002] 36,175 34,7750 5,308 e,031 5,060 5,750 69,117 105,262
952 6,208] 4,072 36.632( 37.128] 5,306 6,166) 3,609 5,010 72,425 100,057
1,122] 6,657 5,2i3| 37,221 38,102; 5,808 6,707 6,234 6,330 76,220 113,450

B. CRUDE DEATH RATES PER 1,006 POPULATION.

1360 123 1427 1411 118 28 74 84 30 16 11-5
2.6 126 | 1327 13-3) 11-4 9.3 79 &9 ¥ 19-6 11-4
13-1] 130 12.7§ 136 11-8 56 79 84 9-2 10-7 1.5
10-9] 123 12.31 124 | 108 80 72 81 9-0 90 10-6
11-5 | 11-3 | 12-3§ 12-2; 109 §-3 6.9 7-8 8-8 -9 10-5
10-3 | 11-8] 12-3| 18-5| 114 83 7-4 85 9-6 10-3 115
10-6 | I1-v| 11-9| 13-9¢( 10-9 8-2 7-2 8-2( 10-0 10-0 11-1
11-1] 11:3 | 120 13.8; 115 3.2 T2 07 10-1 10-3 11-3
13-0] 121 12-4) 13.8) 116 88 Kk 9-7| 108 10-7 11-6
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1 Provincial figures, 1921-1925. 2 Exclumive of the Territories. 2 Subject to revision.
tormer registration area consisted of alj the provineces except Quebec.



